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Understanding Your SACE



What is the SACE?

South Australian Certificate of Education
The official qualification awarded on successful completion of senior secondary study.

Recognised nationally and internationally
SACE is accepted by universities, training providers and employers across Australia and overseas.

A pathway to university and further training
It's the entry qualification for most tertiary study options.

Opens doors to employment
Many jobs and apprenticeships list SACE completion as a requirement.



How does the SACE work? Credits Pathway: Year 10 -> 12

There are two ‘stages’ of the SACE certificate:

• Stage 1 is generally completed in Year 11

• Some aspects completed in Year 10

• Stage 2 is generally completed in Year 12

• Students need a total of 200 credits to achieve the SACE

• Students receive credits for completing each semester of a subject.



Most 10-credit subjects run over 1 semester - 20-credit subjects run over 2 semesters
For students to achieve their SACE, they must achieve;
a C grade or higher for all compulsory Stage 1 requirements
a C grade or higher for all Stage 2 requirements

Y E A R  1 0  –  ST A G E  1

Exploring Identities
& Futures (EIF)
(Semester 1)

Pre-Essential English 
(Semester 2)

Y E A R  1 1  –  ST A GE  1

4 x Stage 1 Elective
Subjects (or VET)
+ English subject
+ Maths subject
+ AIF (Stage 2)

Stage 1

Y E A R  1 1  –  S T A GE  1

5 x Stage 1 Elective
Subjects (or VET)
+ English
(unless completed Pre-Essential English)

Stage 2

Y E A R  1 2  –  S T A GE  2

3 x Stage 2 / Year 12
Elective Subjects

4 x Stage 2 / Year 12 
Elective Subjects (ATAR)

Stage 2

Most 10-credit subjects run over 1 semester - 20-credit subjects run over 2 semesters



4 x Stage 1/Year 11
Elective Subjects (or VET)

+ semester of Maths

3 x Stage 2/Year 12 
Elective Subjects

Year 10

Year 11

•Most 10-credit 
subjects are 
studied over 
1 semester​

•20-credit subjects 
are studied over 
2 semesters

Stage 2
Activating Identities & 

Futures (AIF)
10 Credits

Stage 1
Exploring Identities & 

Futures (EIF)
10 Credits

Year 12

Year 11



KICE Senior Years (10-12) at Kingscote Campus
Parndana Campus Transition: Year 10 -> 11 & 12

Any questions or clarification required regarding transition from KICE Parndana Campus 

to KICE Kingscote Campus please contact Shaheen Bradford via the details below

Email - Shaheen.Bradford800@schools.sa.edu.au 

Phone – 8559 6068

mailto:Shaheen.Bradford800@schools.sa.edu.au


Year 11 – Subject Selection
Students study 7 subjects in Semester 1, 6 in Semester 2 (upon successful completion of AIF)

Full-year program built around literacy, numeracy, AIF and electives

Literacy (1 or 2 semesters – 20 credits) – students must achieve a C higher to complete this compulsory element 

Numeracy (at least 1 semester – 10 credits) - students must achieve a C higher to complete this compulsory element 

Activating Identities & Futures – AIF (Sem 1, 10 credits, Stage 2) – Contributes to ATAR result 
Students must achieve a C higher to complete this compulsory element 

4 x Elective Subjects or VET Cert II/III (40 credits/semester)

Note: Elective subjects may be partially or fully replaced for students undertaking VET learning, a school-based apprenticeship, or a modified learning schedule.



Year 12 (SACE Completion Only)
Study at least 3 subjects over the year*

3 x Elective Subjects (60 credits), or VET Cert III, or a combination

C– or higher in AIF (previous or current year)

20 credits (2 semesters) of Literacy completed at Year 11

10 credits (1 semester) of Numeracy completed at Year 11

C or higher in all compulsory requirements & Stage 2 subjects

Note: Students undertaking VET learning and/or a school-based apprenticeship may not need to study 3 subjects for SACE completion.



Year 12 (SACE Completion Only)
Study at least 3 subjects over the year*

4 x Elective Subjects (80 credits) or 3 x Elective Subjects & Cert III (completed)

C– or higher in AIF (previous or current year)

20 credits (2 semesters) of Literacy completed at Year 11

10 credits (1 semester) of Numeracy completed at Year 11

C or higher in all compulsory requirements & Stage 2 subjects

ATAR is calculated on the students 5 best subjects (AIF often being the students' 5th subject)



Flexible & Vocational Pathways



Flexible Pathways – SACE Completion
The SACE is very flexible and caters for learning both in and outside of school. 

Students can receive credit for SACE subjects, vocational training and community learning.

Community Recognised Learning

Army Cadets, the Duke of 
Edinburgh's International Award, 

CFS, badged Umpiring, and 
Community Learning interviews.

VET Learning & Achievement

VET isn't just trades!
Cert II / short courses (e.g. 

hospitality, intro to building) 
or 

Cert III Institutional Delivery.

Study + Work Combined

A School-Based Traineeship or 
Apprenticeship (SBAT) lets 

students combine study with part-
time work.

More information: www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning 
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http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/recognised-learning/community-learning


School-Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships (SBATs)

Training completed as part of an SBAT, combined with VET, can 
also count towards a student's SACE.

An SBAT gives students the unique opportunity to combine VET 
training with an employment contract, while still completing their 
SACE.

SBATs are generally highly valued by employers.

A valid transition pathway from school to employment, further 
training, or higher education.

Students may choose to start this process in Year 10, 11 or 12.

Please contact Hannah Morgan or Cameron Stewart for an individualised pathway plan



VET and SACE Completion – How does it work?
Students can successfully study at school and completed their SACE while 
undertaking VET Learning and/or a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship.

Students study the compulsory subjects of EIF, 
Numeracy, Literacy and AIF

The remaining elective subjects in Year 11 and/or Year 12 
can be partially or fully replaced/accounted for by VET 
studies.

VET Certificate II
equivalent of Year 11 subjects

VET Certificate III
equivalent of Year 12 subjects



Example of KICE Student VET Courses
This list is not exhaustive of what can be possible
 Institutional Delivery (off-job)

•  Skills Cluster (Yr 10–12) — e.g. Cookery, Barista, Construction

•  Cert III in IT / Cyber

•  Cert III Screen & Media

•  Cert III Rural Operations (delivered at KICE)

•  Cert II Maritime Operations (delivered at AMFA)

•  Cert III in Allied Health

•  Cert III Individual Support (Ageing)

•  Cert II Animal Care

•  Cert III Early Childhood Education & Care

Traineeship / Apprenticeship (contract of training)

•  Cert III Agriculture

•  Cert III Carpentry

•  Cert III Individual Support (Ageing)

•  Cert III Mobile Plant Technology

•  Cert III Heavy Commercial Vehicle Mechanical Technology

•  Cert II Animal Care

•  Cert III Early Childhood Education & Care

•  Cert III Cookery



Example VET On & Off Job Opportunities
• VET Learning can co-exist in a student learning program with SACE subjects offered at school, or via a school-based apprenticeships





• Access to view Vocational Education & 
Training (VET) courses enabled for enrolled 
students.

• Note: not all courses may suit the individual 
students need, or our need being a 
regional/remote location due to delivery 
requirements.

https://www.kice.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/VET-2027-725x1024.png


VET in Schools Fee Policy (Non-SBAT)

Certificate II/III Courses
via funded VET in Schools program

Standard fee: $275 per student, per course
School Card holders: $50 per course

Note: additional costs may apply for specific course items (e.g. PPE), 
payable by parents.

Withdrawal Policy

After more than two delivery sessions, families are invoiced the 
full course fee.

School Card holders who withdraw after the first two sessions 
are not charged.

Short Courses  (e.g. Stackable VET, Espresso Course, White Card)

Fees are determined by the cost of the course at time of enrolment. Most short courses are reduced 
cost ($50–$100) or fully funded.



Access Funding Support – VET Learning

Blended Learning

Online / block-release study options.

Transport & 
Accommodation

Partial support available where 
needed.

$
Funding

Funding applications are 
submitted by school on 

behalf of families/individual

If approved, amount is 
provided to school to 

disperse accordingly upon 
proof of financial need

Extenuating 
Circumstances

&
School-Based 

Apprenticeships & 
Traineeships

Funding can be applied for on a case-
by-case basis.



Learning External to KICE
(other than VET)



Open Access College (OAC)
No school can offer every subject, some students at our school access subjects through the 

Open Access College.
Students who are studying through Open Access need to be independent, self-driven 

learners.

The Open Access College is a South Australian Government distance education school offering a 
variety of learning opportunities.

Several different courses are available, and students are supported by teachers at the college, who 
oversee all aspects of the student's studies.

Open Access College - SACE Subject Offerings

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace




• Extension studies - Flinders University 
The Extension Studies Program provides a taste of university life for high-achieving South Australian senior 
secondary school students while also giving the opportunity to complement and extend their SACE studies.

Suits students with the maturity to adjust to a university learning environment

University study demands more independent learning — reading, research, online work and writing

Participation requires significant commitment and academic aptitude 

https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/schools-teachers/extension-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/schools-teachers/extension-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/schools-teachers/extension-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/schools-teachers/extension-studies


SAFSSA and Flinders University are offering an additional pathway to Flinders University for students undertaking 
a Vocational Education Training (VET) Certificate II/III.

This is a guaranteed pathway to Flinders University. To be eligible, students must:
• Successfully complete the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE)
• Successfully complete the required Certificate II/III course

• Successfully complete the required Stage 2 subjects (as detailed below) at a C+ (C Plus) grade or higher

Entry is based on completing the VET Certificate and achieving a C+ (C plus) grade or higher in the subjects you 
choose from the list - No ATAR is required.





Receiving an Offer

1

Apply through SATAC

Students apply as standard; the school notifies 
Flinders University of students participating in 
the program.

2

Confirmation received

Once the university has confirmed (via the 
school and SATAC) that all entry requirements 
have been met...

3

Offer issued

Students receive an offer from SATAC, likely in 
January.



Technical Colleges
• Adelaide Metro – Findon, Modbury Heights, Tonsley

• Day options, 5 days a week – full enrolment/SACE – No 
KICE enrolment

• Programs are delivered by registered training 
organisations (RTOs), industry trainers, teachers, and 
employers, providing an integrated, practical 
learning experience.

• Each program includes vocational education and 
training (VET), some South Australian Certificate of 
Education (SACE) subjects and employability skills 
development. 

https://www.technicalcolleges.sa.gov.au/


Tertiary Admission



University Admission
To be considered for university admission as a school leaver applicant, normally you must;

Meet the requirements of SACE (including compulsories)

Satisfy any prerequisites for their preferred course(s) — treat assumed knowledge as a pre-requisite!

Obtain a sufficient ATAR / Selection Rank, or meet other entry requirements (Direct Entry, Flinders UniTest, etc.)

KICE students qualify under the University Equity Scheme

Interstate applicants should be aware of their state's specific processes and requirements



TAFE SA Admission
(or other non-university organsitations)

To be considered for TAFE admission as a school leaver applicant, 
normally students must meet SACE completion requirements.

SACE completion meets the course admission requirements for most 
courses. Some additional requirements apply for entry into certain 

qualification levels.



More information
SACE – particularly Students and Families, and Subjects www.sace.sa.edu.au

South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC) www.satac.edu.au

TAFE SA www.tafesa.edu.au

Talk to teachers and the SACE Coordinator at your school

  These above links are in the KICE Curriculum Webpage

http://www.satac.edu.au
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/


Choosing Your Subjects





What Subjects Do I Choose?
Think about your interests, strengths, and where you want to head after school.



What subjects do I choose?







Web Preferences Demonstration
• Selection for students is completed online via Web Preferences
• Parent Confirmation Required – electronic or printed

1

Raw Selection (1st Selection)

Open choice — gathers student interests across 
subjects.

2

Line Selection (2nd Selection)
Informed by the Raw Selection. 

Important: not all subjects can run, and some 
may clash with others.



Raw Selection – Year 11



Raw Selection – Year 11



Line Selection – 2026 Example



Week 5 & 6 – Individual Subject Confirmation

Student / Parent / Teacher Counselling

Can occur face to face or via phone.

Bookings via DayMap

Same booking system used for Learning Conversations.

Senior Years Leaders Involved

Leaders are involved throughout the confirmation process.



Further Assistance

If at any stage you require further assistance, or would like some 
counselling support around choosing the right subjects, please don't 

hesitate to get in touch — we will assist you.

We are here to help you!



Any Questions?
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