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Communication is key, as a 
school we communicate with 
over 1200 parents/carers 670 
students, 120 staff members as 
well as the wider KI community.  
Sometimes we get feedback 
that we don’t communicate 
enough information or that 
we communicate too much 

information. Everyone has their 
own preferred way of receiving 
school information. Covid-19  
encouraged and provided 
the opportunity to trial some 
new ways to communicate. 
We want to ensure that our 
communication is purposeful 
and valued by families. This 

week you will receive a survey 
to help us determine what 
communication is valued and 
how you like to receive school 
information. Thank you for 
completing the survey as the 
feedback will help inform 
future practice. You probably 
have heard by now that we 

have been nominated as a 
finalist for the third year in a 
row in the Australian Education 
Awards - this is a fabulous 
achievement of which the 
whole school community 
should be proud. The final 
awards will be announced in 
November. Go KICE.

From the Principal - Maxine McSherry

On behalf of the school and the 
community the KICE Executive 
Leadership would like to congratulate 
Maxine McSherry, for making the 
finalist list of The Educator: Australian 
Education Awards 2020, in the School 
Principal of the Year – Government 
category.
Please join us in congratulating Maxine 
on this wonderful achievement, which 
recognises and acknowledges her 
outstanding leadership through good 
times and challenging times. More to 
come in the future.

Will we be Regional School of the Year 
for the third year in a row?

Australian Education Awards 
Regional School of the Year 

Finalists

Good Shepherd College

James Fallon High School

Kangaroo Island Community 
Education

Kempsey South Public School

Maryborough State High School

Snowy Mountains Grammar School

St Patrick’s College Townsville

The Scots School Albury

Congratulations 
Maxine and 
Good luck 

                                           Principal of the Year - Government

                                                Regional School of the Year
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Reconciliation Week

Reconciliation Week at Penneshaw
The students at Penneshaw 
celebrated Reconciliation Week 
with many activities and learning 
opportunities in all the classrooms.
It was great to hear the conversations 
about coming together as one 
community and that skin colour or 
race don’t make a difference, we are 
all the same.
The R/1 class read the book “Sorry” 
about the apology to the Stolen 
Generation, and then had a good 
discussion about how they would 
feel if they were taken from their 
families.

The 2/3/4 class worked on what 
Reconciliation means and how to 
continue to lessen the gap between 
the First Nation people of Australia 
and other Australians.
The Middle Years students did 
acrostic poems and made a pledge 
to improve relationships with all 
Australians, regardless of colour, 
race, religion or gender.
Our students are to be commended 
for the empathy that they displayed 
during these conversations and it is 
heartening to know that our younger 
generations see all people as equal.

Louise Snowball

Reconciliation Week at Kingscote
Last week we celebrated National Reconciliation Week and it 
began with a physical display of colourful hands outside the 
Resource Centre symbolising & recognising “Sorry Day” and 
the families of the Stolen Generation. This year’s theme is “In 
This Together” 
Thanks to Rosie Bell for starting the display and showing a 
deep appreciation for Aboriginal culture as each day the 
NRW display began to grow. Sharon Gaskin ACEO (Aboriginal 
Community Education Officer) created an Indigenous Learning 
Kahoot quiz which was enjoyed thoroughly by the Middle 
years at Kingscote & Parndana. Hannah sent out a number of 
learning links to teachers to view and enjoy with their classes.
Students in the Learning Centre recreated the “Rainbow 
Serpent Dreaming” using sand, wooden and plastic toys. 
Hailey got to tickle the frogs so that they spurted out water to 
fill the rivers creeks and allowed the trees to grow and Kade 
showed that if the animals were good they took human form 
& if they were bad they were turned to stone and became 
mountains. They finished the day with some dot painting.
Miss Peterson’s & Mrs Lade’s Receptions did a fantastic job with 
the hand print banner, and Ms Cruse’s Yr 5s also finished off 
another banner and compiled a fabulous Acknowledgement  
of Country that was up loaded to the KICE Facebook page.
Tuesday 3rd June marks the anniversary of the Mabo decision 
and Eddie Mabo’s fight for land rights. Bronte, Sharon and 
Heather were extremely happy with the number of Kingscote 
students who helped to create the “Solid Rock” Collage piece 
which looks magnificent. 



Page 3 KICE NEWSLETTERwww.kice.sa.edu.au

Kingscote Campus - from Peter Philp

Hello all, I 
hope this 
Newsletter 
finds you 
f e e l i n g 
well in 
t h e s e 
o n g o i n g 

challenging 
times. While many things have 
returned to “normal,” there are 
still many things in the school 
that haven’t. There are still many 
restrictions on extra-curricular 
events but these are gradually 
easing. The daily running of classes 
is well and truly back, which is 
providing much needed stability 
and continuity for our students.  
I am very pleased to announce 
that Heather Curtis, who started 
this term in the Reception to Year 
5 Senior Leader position, will be 
with us until the end of the year. 
This is fantastic news, Heather is an 
experienced Principal, she brings 
with her extensive knowledge and 
expertise as a teacher and leader. 
Heather and Hannah Morgan 
(Wellbeing Leader) will make a 
great leadership team for the 
Reception to Year 5 staff team. 
One adaptation brought on by 
Covid has been the introduction 
of online assemblies. All three 
Learning Bands, (Early Years: R-5; 
Middle Years: 6-9 & Senior Years: 
10-12) have conducted these. 
This in turn has led to increased 

learning and use of IT skills for 
both students and staff. These 
online assemblies have been great 
but personally I can’t wait until 
I can stand in front of the whole 
campus in a face to face assembly. 
I will have to be patient.
A big congratulations to the staff 
and students for the campus 
focus and activities over National 
Reconciliation Week. This is such 
an important week on the annual 
calendar. It is a most relevant time 
to acknowledge the wonderful 
work of Sharon Gaskin the KICE 
ACEO (Aboriginal Community 
Education Officer). Sharon is at 
Kingscote Campus on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and is making 
positive impacts in her role. Well 
done and thank you Sharon. 
The Year 12 Formal is an 
exceptionally important event in 
students’ lives. Planned for late 
Term 1, it was a Covid casualty. 
The Year 12 formals are a current 
hot topic on the Principals’ chat 
lines with ideas and possibilities 
being discussed. I can promise 
that we will do our best to give 
the KICE Year 12 students of 2020 
their formal. Having said that, we 
are governed by the directions 
and rulings of the Department 
for Education, who in turn 
take direction from the Health 
authorities,  but fingers crossed. 
Take care of yourselves and 
families, stay safe.

“THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE MORE THINGS YOU WILL KNOW
THE MORE THAT YOU EARN THE MORE PLACES YOU’LL GO!”  

DR SEUSS
Reading practice matters for all kids from all walks of life! 
….and 15 minutes of oral reading a day seems to be the magic 
number where we see substantial growth in reading achievement. 
However, the greatest gains of all can be seen in students who 
read just over a half an hour to an hour per day.
Research has demonstrated that:
THE MORE FREQUENTLY STUDENTS READ, THE HIGHER THEIR 
ACHIEVEMENT.
There is also a relationship between vocabulary and reading 
achievement. 
The more words children know, the better they can read – and the 
more children read, the more words children know.
However, reading practice is decreasing among all children of all 
age groups!
So - what do we do? 
• Engage in more oral communication with children to   
 expand their vocabulary. 
• Replace screen time with reading time.
• Make reading practice a top priority for all students   
 every day!
Enjoy reading books with your child!
For more information see
https://www.renaissance.com/2018/01/23/blog-magic-15-
minutes-reading-practice-reading-growth/

The magic of 15 minutes 
of reading a day

News from the Learning Centre
Nina Marni (Hello) from the Learning 
Centre staff and students. Below are 
some highlights from our term that 
we would like to share with you. 
To start our term, we learnt about 
the Anzac spirit and how we can pay 
our respects to past and present 
soldiers. 
In week 4 we learnt about road safety 
and had a special visitor. Shout out 
to our friendly police officer Robin 
Mrozowski who did an excellent job. 
He helped us to practice road safety 
and answered our questions.

In week 5 we had a Read-A-Thon 
day. We made our own goals and 
we are proud to say we achieved 
them. And guess what? We read 66 
books in total with the help of other 
teachers, leadership and peers! 
Wowee!
During Maths, we have been learning 
about mapping, prepositions and 
completed a scavenger which took 
us around the school collecting clues 
and using maps. We appreciate all 
the teachers and classes who helped 
us. It was lots of fun!

For the past two weeks, we have 
been studying Aboriginal culture. 
Activities we engaged in include 
re-enacting the dream time story 
of the rainbow serpent. We learnt 
about tracking and art. We also have 
been learning about the weather 
using the Kaurna seasonal cycle and 
indicators.
A final thanks to Sharon Gaskin for 
your support and knowledge about 
indigenous culture. We have loved 
working with you.



Parndana Campus - from Matt Linn
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Week Seven is 
with us and the 
long weekend has 
provided us all with 
a much needed 
opportunity to 
recharge the 
batteries after 
what has been a 
challenging time 

for our nation and our community as a whole. 
It’s wonderful to see our students returning 
to school this week looking refreshed and 
enthusiastic after an opportunity for some 
rest and relaxation. 
It’s also wonderful to have received the news 
that KICE has been recognised as a finalist for 
Regional School of the Year for the third year 
in a row! Here’s hoping that we are able to 
win the trifecta, what an amazing boost for 
our whole school community that would be.

We have been having a renewed focus at 
Parndana Campus, working on restoring our 
grounds and facilities for our students to use 
and enjoy. We currently have been working 
on a secondary recreation area where we are 
creating an obstacle course, and an outdoor 
area with plenty of seating for our Middle 
Years students. 
We have also been working on our 
playgrounds, reconstructing them to be more 
functional for our students and to provide 
them with more spaces to enjoy throughout 
the year. There is also a large demand for 
sandpits, toy trucks and excavators and all 
that this entails, so we’re working on some 
dedicated areas for these activities to occur 
and our students to get involved in. 
Much of the funding that is supporting 
us to undertake these works has been 
currently donated by the Variety Club. We 

are incredibly grateful to the Variety Club 
for being so generous and providing these 
opportunities for our children and young 
people at Parndana campus.
Conrad Tickner is also beginning a new 
initiative at Parndana called Wellbeing 
Wednesdays. This initiative is focused on 
a breakfast club on Wednesdays, where 
students can hop off the bus, meet at the 
canteen and enjoy a hot cup of Milo. It’s 
also a chance for our students to enjoy 
some breakfast and have something to eat 
before the school day begins. Conrad will 
also be working with students to provide 
lunch and recess activities, so there will be 
plenty happening on Wednesdays over the 
coming weeks for our students to engage in 
and enjoy.
Thank you for your continued support of 
education at KICE. We really appreciate it. 

www.kice.sa.edu.au

The Poets of Parndana

We love our books 
Parndana year 3/4s celebrating the wonderful new books we 
received from Dymocks.

This week we learned that 10 
or more of our poems have 
successfully progressed past 
the initial judging in the 2020 
Write 4 Fun Schools Writing 
Competition. Our school has 
been recognised for outstanding 
student writing as less than 5% 
of schools showed this level of 
achievement. The winners will 
be announced on June 24th. 
Congratulations to Brayden, 
Jimmi, Sam, Amahli, Dallas, 
Dylan and two mystery others..
The poems were written as part 
of our work with Pat Brooksby 
at Parndana Museum and 
the #Poetry Takeover at SA 
Museums. Students visited the 
museum, found an exhibit and 
‘brought it to life’ through their 
poems. 

Wool Press by Amahli

24/03/1960 was the day I 
arrived at a sheep station, 

Who would have thought one 
family could be so happy to see 

me, 
The workday arrived and I knew 

I was not on vacation, 
The shearers and presser knew 

by smoko, I was the key, 
From 7:30 am to 5:30 pm I was 

busy pressing the fleeces, 
Pressing, pinning, releasing, the 

Presser kept on his toes, 
Over time my body grew tired 
and started falling to pieces, 
Sadly I knew deep down my 

work-life was coming to a close, 
A bigger and better press took 

my place, I wasn’t wanted 
anymore, 

Alone, in the darkness of night, 
I sat in the corner rusting away, 

Watching the days go by as 
I had become something to 

ignore, 
Now I am resting here in a 

museum on display, 
I meet different people each day 

who are fascinated by me, 
I do like my life, working was 

fun, but now I feel free.

The Motorbike by Jimmi
Light floods in signalling the 

birth of day, 
My companion straddles on, 

ready to ride,
Engine ignites, fuel burns as we 

speed away,
Ahead stretches rugged track, 

my wheels slide
Red leaves the sky, now bleak 

light amidst black,
Returned to my shed, intent - fit 

for rest,
Night passed, ardent for 

tomorrow’s ride
Through dark and light I waited, 

full of zest
Now always waiting for 

tomorrow’s ride
To see the rough track, but 

years of stand by, 
Discarded, unloved, but still full 

of pride
I cling to memories, can’t say 

bye 
Years have passed since I last 

saw the light, 
But yet I still dream of the day 

I might 

The Old Shearing Machine by 
Sam

I may be old and useless now,
But in my heyday, I was the best 

there was,
I love the smell of the sheep’s 

wool,
And the sound -the roar of the 

handpiece.
I watched many shearers stroll 

into the shed,
All trying to be the best and 

beat the rest
Different styles, different grips,
Some good and some bad and 

some in between.,
But now I have been replaced by 

better machines,
Ones that are electric and easy 

to use,
The skill of the shearer still 

remains, 
But I lie forgotten in this shed 

forever.
People still come and look at me 

and wonder,
But not ever to be lifted and 

roar like thunder.



Penneshaw Campus - from Leanne Woods
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As this term begins 
to come to an end, 
teachers are working 
on reporting your 
child’s learning in 
the formal report for 
Semester 1.  Thank 
you to all families who 
supported the learning 
continuity at home 

during the strange times of Term 1.  Your 
commitment to working with teachers to 
support your child’s learning was admirable 
and we appreciated the communication that 
you shared.  There are some swings back to 
school life, but there are certainly some new 
ways of doing things that we will continue.  
To reflect our willingness for change Maxine 
McSherry will be putting out a survey soon to 

all families regarding communication.  Please 
take a little time to let us know what works 
best for you. 
This term sure has been like no other, as we 
ventured from home learning, back to face 
to face teaching, but without excursions, 
visitors or volunteers.  In some ways the 
situation of no interruptions to class learning 
has enabled us all to settle more quickly into 
a routine of learning at school while adhering 
to COVID requirements of hygiene and 
social distancing.  As a staff we have been 
able to use weekly staff meeting time to 
discuss pedagogy, differentiating learning for 
individual students and stretching students 
learning, as our agenda has not been clogged 
with planning and rearranging routines with 
visits and excursions.   
Last week we celebrated Reconciliation 

Week, and Sorry Day with stories, pledges 
an art work.  It was wonderful to see the 
thoughtful and respectful way that students 
participated and reflected on what our 
history means for our First Nation people.  
See Louise Snowball’s article for more 
information. 
I want to thank you all for your support, and 
commitment to ensuring your children and 
our staff remain safe by only entering the 
school when you need to, and by keeping 
your children home when they are unwell.  
We will remain vigilant and tight with 
cleaning, hygiene and distancing practices to 
ensure we all stay healthy and well.   
As this term draws to a close I hope that 
these school holidays can bring some calm 
and happy times. 

Gantt Charts in Digital Technologies
In our 7/8/9 Digital Technologies class, we 
are creating Gantt charts for our online store 
project. The purpose of a Gantt chart is to keep 
group projects organised and on time with their 
individual jobs within the project.
The project is to design an online store, 
including: the visual design of the store’s 
website, the images for each product, and the 
information about each product. Each year level 
in each group has separate responsibilities: 
Year 7s design the website layout, Year 8s are in 
charge of product images, and Year 9s manage 
the product data.
The point of this project is to learn how to design 
and manage a major information technology 
project. This can be helpful for us in the future 
if we want to start a business and have to think 
about e-commerce and project management.

Samson Year 9

In R/1 class in Penneshaw, we have been learning 
about mindsets. Having a fixed mindset means 
that you don’t think you can improve.  When 
you have a growth mindset, you persevere 
to achieve your best. We have looked at fixed 
mindset sayings and have been working hard to 
replace them with growth mindset sayings. We 
role played the different sayings with positive 
and negative expressions.
“Growth mind set is saying: Is this my best work? 
I’ll keep trying.” Cody

Growth 
mindset
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During semester one Nicky Wells has been teaching 
Mandarin at Penneshaw and Parndana and Kirra Harkness 
has been teaching Performing Arts (with a focus on 
classroom music) at Kingscote.  Nicky and Kirra will now 
swap so that all children get to experience both these 
programs. 
So for semester two the Parndana and Penneshaw  students 
will work with Kirra on Performing Arts and Kingscote 

Performing Arts and Mandarin 

Penneshaw Campus
The sun was out and the temperature was 
perfect for us to hold our first, whole school, 
Cross Country Run on Thursday as part of the 
Sapsasa sporting calendar.
Due to the Covid 19 restrictions we were 
unable to come together as a large group, so 
each campus has organised their own course.
The Penneshaw children enjoyed a route that 
took them all around the school grounds, 

under trees, over mounds, up slopes, down 
slopes, and flat ground to sprint to the finish 
line.
Every age group from 5 to 15 years was 
catered for, and thanks to the senior students 
for working out the course and distances 
required.
A big thank you to the teachers and SSO’s who 
supported the set-up, and running with some 
of our younger participants.

Great fun was had by all and hopefully our 
times show some good results.

Virtual Cross Country 

students will work with Nicki Wells on Mandarin. 
We are fortunate to have flexible staff who are prepared to make these changes for 
the best outcomes for all our students. 

Kingscote Campus 
Kingscote Campus participated in School Sport SA’s 
Virtual Cross Country event, with 188 students from 
R-12 running on a course around the town oval 
grounds and onto school grounds. As the regular 
KICE Cross Country event was unable to be held 
due to Covid-19, the 2020 event was different, but 

highly successful with some very impressive times 
recorded.  A new addition this year was students 
under the age of 10 participating, over distances 
ranging from 500m to 1500m.
Thank you to Kangaroo Island Parkrun for the use of 
their finishing tokens, and the staff members who 
made the event possible. 
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Whats On 

Week 9

23 June School Photos - Parndana

24 June School Photos -Kingscote

25 June School Photos -KICS & Penneshaw

Week 10

3 July Early Dismissal 2.20pm

Term 3

Week 1

20 July Scool Closure

21 July Pupil Free Day - Staff Training

22 July Pupil Free Day -Staff Training

The new 
rugby jumpers 
are finally 
here. They 
are available 
on the QKR 
app for all 
campuses, or 
come in to the 
S c h o o l w e a r 
Shop. 

New rugby jumpers are 
finally here

Kingscote Canteen Orders

Schoolwear Shop Orders
(Penneshaw, Parndana & Kingscote)

** REMINDER**
School Closure Day Monday 20 July 

(first Day of term 3)

Staff Training/ Pupil Free Day 21 July 

Staff Training/ Pupil Free Day 22 July 

For the past few weeks, the Year 8 Civics and 
Citizenship class have been looking at how they can 
participate in democracy. When the SA Government 
announced they were investing $1 million dollars 
into Kangaroo Island’s four main townships, 
students created campaigns on what they wanted 
to see the money go towards. Students first learnt 
how to create surveys on Survey Monkey to gain 
answers that could support their campaigns. They 
then created letters towards the mayor and posters 
or pamphlets. Students then created a presentation 
which was presented in front of Mr Philp. Some of 
the ideas students came up with were: a Botanical 
Garden in Parndana, to beautify the area in front 
of the Queenie, to have a fitness hub in American 
River and to upgrade the Kingscote jetty with lights 
displayed.

Civics and Citizenship



Accidental 
councillors 

Kangaroo Island 
Community Education    
sponsored and supported by 
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On Monday the 2nd of June Lifeline ran 
an online course called ‘The Accidental 
Counsellor’. The student wellbeing group 
which includes Chloe, Liana, Nicole and 
Shanti along with Cameron Stewart, Bec 
Vogt and I attended. The course was run 
specifically for Kangaroo Island residents 
to assist in the great need for psychological 
first aid in the aftermath of the bushfires. 
The course focussed on identifying the 
signs of people in the midst of an emotional 
crisis and equipped course participants 
with the appropriate communication and 
listening skills needed to provide support. 
It also highlighted further referral and 
support options available to individuals in 
emotional crisis. The course finished with 
raising awareness of the importance of self-
care for individuals taking on a supporting 
role. It was an informative and relevant 
course that was appreciated by all involved.

Erin Linn 

Sapsasa is back!
Late in week 6, School Sport SA released a 
statement regarding, amongst other things, 
the football and netball State Carnivals.  
Please see the relevant information below:
State Carnivals 2020
Term 3
The resumption of the School Sport SA 
State Carnivals will be a complex process 
considering risks associated with large 
gatherings and associated hygiene measures 
recommended. School Sport SA programs 
will need to be flexible to accommodate and 
respond to changes in advice from SA Health 
and the direction of the Department for 
Education. 
Given planning needs to proceed we have had 
substantial discussions on options focused on 
the need to limit numbers at gatherings. With 
this in mind we have agreed to the following 
principles to enable competitions:
• Smaller team numbers with 
appropriate modified rules
• Shorter length of carnivals to reduce 
time out of school for students and staff
• Carnivals separated into Country / 
Metro competitions
• Timelines modified to enable team 
selections to occur
What does that look like?
Trials for all sports:
Can only commence once the restriction on 
school excursions is eased further. We will 
notify convenors when this occurs.
When organising trials ensure that you are 
following the gathering restriction guidelines 
and hygiene protocols. Further information 
will be provided when it becomes available.
Australian Football:
Date – week of 7-11 September
Carnival length - 2½ days (country competition 
Monday-Wednesday am: metro carnival 
Wednesday pm – Friday)
Team size – 15 players (12 a-side on the field), 
modified field size as previously
Competition –allocation of divisions will 
be taken on 2019 results. Barker & Hills 
districts will be considered part of the metro 
competition and Gawler and Southern 
Fleurieu will enter the country competition all 
other districts will remain the same. 
Venue – West Beach Parks which will be split 
into Barrett Reserve East & West and teams 
will be allocated to one area and will only play 
in this area. 
Netball:
Date – week of 7-11 September
Carnival length - 2½ days (country competition 
Monday-Wednesday am: metro carnival 
Wednesday pm – Friday)
Team size – 1 team only - 12 players
Competition –allocation of divisions will 
be taken on 2019 results. Barker & Hills 
districts will be considered part of the metro 

competition and Gawler and Southern 
Fleurieu will enter the country competition all 
other districts will remain the same. 
Venue – Priceline Stadium (outside) and 
possibly additional venues eg Church Courts 
Anzac Highway, Agana Park Elizabeth, SA 
Districts Golden Grove or SUNA Morphett 
Vale. Teams will be allocated to one venue and 
will only play at this venue.
 
Term 4
At this stage we are flagging the following:
The Softball Carnival will remain as is – week 4 
over 4 days (Mon-Thurs)
The Swimming and Track & Field State 
carnivals will be scheduled for week 6 (17 – 
20 Nov) dependent on the advice at this time 
regarding gathering restrictions. 
Please understand the above is dependent on 
further easing of gathering size restrictions 
and we will provide further information as it 
becomes available. 
Additionally, the Basketball Championships 
preliminary rounds will now be held, all 
things going well, in week 2 of term 4.  More 
information regarding this will be known in 
term 3.  The best way of staying abreast of 
School Sport SA information is to check their 
website https://www.education.sa.gov.au/
teaching/sport , or social media pages.
When KICE students do get to represent 
Kangaroo Island again at Sapsasa competitions, 
they will be wearing brand new jackets, 
purchased with money kindly donated from 
other Sapsasa districts around the state in 
response to the summer’s bushfires.  Let’s 
hope that they get worn in 2020!


