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This week my newsletter piece must focus on KICE being announced 
the Australian Education Awards Regional School of the Year, for the 
second year in a row. Hundreds of educators representing both public and 
independent schools converged at the Dockside in Sydney for the annual 
event, with Peter Philp and Matt Linn representing KICE on this special 
occasion. To achieve the award once was a wonderful achievement, but 
to win it a second time demonstrates our strong commitment to ensuring 
every child on Kangaroo Island has an education of which we can be 
proud. The award reflects the hard work and professionalism of my 
wonderful staff, the excellent outcomes students achieve, linked with the 
ongoing support from parents and the wider community. As a school we 
are  not limited by our geographical location, we embrace the challenges 
that living on an island provides. KICE students are ambassadors for the 
local community and the pristine natural environment of Kangaroo Island. 
Our excellent Year 12 results blended with our improvement in NAPLaN  
across the year levels demonstrates our ongoing commitment to achieving  
high standards. Students, with the support of staff, are heavily invested in 
producing real life solutions to real life problems, and have a strong sense 
of community and citizenship. These are all elements which led to KICE 
winning the  award.  Congratulations students, staff, parents and the wider 
community on Kangaroo Island, this award belongs to all of us. 

www.kice.sa.edu.au
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Aquatics Day

One and All Experience
Samara, Portia, Alex and Liana 
have been lucky enough to secure 
sponsorship to go on a 5-day voyage on 
the One and All in the September school 
holidays. They will join the crew and 
assist in all the workings of the ship, 
from keeping watch, handling sails and 
working at the helm. This wonderful 
opportunity was made possible by 
the President of the Yankalilla Rotary 
Club, Lorry Thomas, who ensured the 
sponsorship of all 4 Kangaroo Island 
students who are very keen for this 
experience.  We are hopeful there will 
be another opportunity for Kangaroo 
Island students next April.

Penneshaw Aquatics Day

On Monday 26th of August, the Westlake Aquatic 
Centre came to Penneshaw to provide kayaking and 
surfing lessons to our Middle Years students. The sun 
came out for the day and the wind and rain stayed 
away, making it a very pleasant day at the beach. 
Students were put to work straight away, donning 
wetsuits and safety vests, before kayaking around 
Hog Bay. After lunch, students learnt the basics of 
how to stand up on a surfboard and participated in 
races. A great day was had by all. 

I thought that aquatics day was really fun and 
enjoyable. Aiesha Yr7

I thought aquatics was fun because we got to play 
brandy on the kayaks. Riley Yr7

It was really fun because I have never been 
kayaking or surfing before. Ella Yr7

Aquatics was fun, cold but really enjoyable.      
Moni Yr7
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Kingscote Campus - from Peter Philp

Spring has sprung and hopefully 
we can start leaving the cold and flu 
season behind. Unfortunately, schools 
can be fantastic spreading places for a 
variety of illnesses and this is why we 
request you keep children home when 
they are not well. Staff can end up 
catching illnesses from children and 
also have to stay away. When staff are 
away for illnesses or other reasons we 

call upon our TRTs (Temporary Relieving Teachers) to cover 
their classes and duties. At KICE / Kingscote Campus, while 
we would like to have more, we are fortunate that we have 
an excellent group of TRTs to call upon. Our TRTs are a very 
important and valued part our students’ education. 
We have started the process of year 11 and 12 subject selection 
for 2020 and this year we have transitioned to an online 
subject selection process. The first round of this went very 
well indeed and without any glitches. The parent information 
session in week five was very well attended. The final subjects 
to be delivered are determined by funding, staff availability 
and student choice. We simply cannot deliver all subjects, 
however for our cohort size we offer a strong range of choice 
in our subjects.
In week 10 on Thursday 26 September we will have the 
annual Global Market at Kingscote Campus. I know there will 
be information and advertising going out for this event but I 
would like to acknowledge the event and encourage you all 
to attend it. The Global Market is not only a fantastic and fun 
event, but one which also involves education for the students 
in many different ways.
I have been going around to all the Reception to Year 5 classes 
reading to them in acknowledgement of the recent Book Week. 
On Wednesday of Book Week we had the Book Week dress up 
parade and this was held in and around the new STEM facility 
which contains the library. This turned out to be an excellent 
new venue for this fun event. I am not sure if it is the staff or 
students who enjoy dressing up more but the main message of 
Book Week and the dress up parade is the extreme importance 
of reading by our children and reading to our children!      

Ken to Represent SA

Buddy Class

Ken, a year 4 student at 
Kingscote Campus, has 
been selected to represent 
South Australia at the 
12 and under Athletics 
National Championships, 
to be held in Darwin from 
September 18-23. Ken 
will be participating in the 
Long Jump, Multi (Shot 
Put, Long Jump, 100m and 
800m) and a relay. He has 
been training hard in the 
lead up to the event, both 
on KI with his father and 

in Adelaide with the team.  To support Ken and his family 
with the costs of participating in an interstate event, KICE 
will be holding a casual day at all 3 campuses on Friday 
13th September, with those in casual clothes bringing a 
gold coin donation.

Xavier- I liked hearing about trilobites.
Jobe- My favourite part was making the trilobites.

Hamish- Drawing and hiding the dinosaurs.
Hawker- Making the fossils and doing the drawings.

Eileen- I liked seeing my Year 12.
Brianna- I liked hiding the dinosaurs.

Maya- I liked drawing the trilobites and burying the dinosaurs in 
the goopy stuff.

Thomas- I liked hiding the dinosaur.
Shayla- Hiding the dinosaurs and making the stuff.
Archie W- Making the trilobites and doing drawing.

Cooper- Putting the dinosaurs in the cup.
Natasha- I liked making with my Year 12.

Zoe- Making the fossils.
Nakiya- I liked hiding the dinosaurs.

Hailey- Working with Alex.
Jett- Burying my dinosaur.

Teagan- I liked hiding the dinosaurs.
Bonita- Making the trilobites.
Piper- Hiding the dinosaurs.
Natalie- Making my shell.

Lachlan- Making the fossils.
Aria- Drawing the trilobites.

Mia- Seeing my Year 12 and putting the dinosaur into the goopy 
stuff.

Bailey- Burying the dinosaurs.
Archie E- Burying the dinoaurs and drawing the trilobites.

Aleeya- I liked making the dinosaurs and I pushed the dinosaur 
into the container.

Logan- I liked putting the dinosaurs in the glue.
Ally- I liked making the fossil with a different Year 12.

Kinley- I liked making the trilobites and drawing the trilobites 
and making a mess too! ‘You can tell I had a lot of fun because I 

made a big mess’
Sophie- Drawing the trilobites.

William- Putting the dinosaur in the plaster of paris.
Cameron- I liked making the dinosaur fossils.



Parndana Campus - from Matt Linn
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It has been 
an incredibly 
rewarding term so 
far for us all here at 
Parndana. KICE’s 
r e c o g n i t i o n 
as Australian 
Regional School of 
the Year for 2019 
is a wonderful 

achievement. To be able to win this 
prestigious National award for two 
years in a row, both 2018 and 2019, is 
a great encouragement and an extremely 
positive reflection on the community of 
learning we strive for across the island. 
It also speaks volumes in terms of the 
way our community engages with KICE 
and the quality teaching and learning that 
occurs as a result. I was fortunate enough 
to attend the awards ceremony in Sydney 
with Peter Philp, Head of Kingscote 
Campus. The judges shared with us 
that one of the key reasons KICE was 
successful again was our team around 
the child approach to education. They 
advised us that it was clearly evident 
that our school community is committed 
to the growth, development and success 
of every child. This could not occur 
without the strong sense of community 

we all share here, so thank you for your 
ongoing support and involvement in our 
educational programs. 
I was fortunate enough to accompany 
Alex Smith and her Year 9/10 English 
class on their overnight camp to the 
Festival Theatre performance of Jasper 
Jones. The performance was an amazing 
opportunity to bring the book they’ve 
studied to life. Our students were 
incredibly privileged, we were the only 
school who were able to go on stage after 
the show. They were able to meet all of 
the cast, explore the set and learn how a 
stage show comes together. 
We have experienced a lovely example 
of community involvement over the past 
few weeks with a number of community 
members joining us throughout the week, 
being interviewed and their stories being 
recorded and shared as part of our Year 
9/10 Oral History project. It has been 
wonderful to host these valued members 
of our local community here at Parndana 
and hearing their stories. We have the 
privilege of continuing to collaborate 
with them throughout the remainder of 
this term. Stay tuned as there will be 
more information to come around how 
you can share and hear these amazing 
stories. 

We’ve also enjoyed a successful 
Book Week in Week 4. This was a 
fantastic day and such fun. Our staff, 
students, and playgroup embraced the 
opportunity to dress up as a character 
from their favourite stories. One thing 
I truly appreciate at Parndana is the 
sheer willingness to get involved in 
collectively celebrating occasions such 
as Book Week. It certainly makes these 
opportunities all the more engaging and 
rewarding.  I hope you enjoy the series of 
pictures we have included in this edition 
to get a sense of the occasion. 
In week 4 we held a daily quiz to celebrate 
Science Week with our highly contested 
Science Week Quiz, courtesy of Jodie 
Trethewey. Our annual quiz is always 
great fun and our competitive spirit 
certainly kicks in. There was some very 
curly questions in this year’s edition, so I 
look forward to hearing which classes are 
our Science Week champions for 2019.
Thanks to all the parents who joined us 
for Parent Week. Whether it was for our 
Book Week parade, Kindy excursions, 
the Year 2/3 trip to the Parndana Museum 
or getting amongst our daily classes, 
thank you for joining us and being a part 
of our daily learning journey’s here at 
Parndana.

www.kice.sa.edu.au

The Year 10 Media Arts class were very fortunate to have Amy 
Psyden and Dan Clarke from Ninta Media visiting the class recently, 
ahead of the ‘From the Heart’ film festival showing at the Parndana 
Town Hall over the weekend. Amy and Dan are independent film 
makers who, along with Isaac Doman, screened their work as part 
of the festival. They were able to give us expert and insightful 
information about producing films and working in the media 
industry, as well as show us snippets of their work. The take away 
message was that there are many stories on KI just waiting to be told 
and film is the ideal medium to tell them. Although familiar to us, to 
an international audience they’re unique. The Media Arts contingent 
are really looking forward to be able to work with Amy and Dan 
again as they make KI their home in 2020.

For the first five weeks of Term 3, we have been lucky as Emma 
Richardson has been in our class as a student teacher. One of the 
subjects she was teaching us was Civics and Citizenship. We had 
the privilege of having Mr Leon Bignell come to our class (Week 3, 
Monday). We got lots of good information from him and had lots of 
fun. We used what we learned in our essays. We would like to thank 
Mr Bignell for visiting. 

Lucy and Magellen
Year 4/5 Class

Ninta Media visit Year 10 
Media Arts

Classroom 
Guests



Penneshaw Campus - from Leanne Woods
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Term 3 draws to a 
close and with it we 
welcome Spring!  
At Penneshaw 
this term we have 
had a plethora of 
engaging, interesting 
ways that students 
have broadened their 
life experiences.  

These have included KICE camps, expert 
visitors to speak, Ghana performers, cross 
campus activity days, Sapsasa opportunities, 
Student Leadership Team activities, Science 
Week and Book Week celebrations, Sports 
Coaching events, the Homeless Awareness 
dinner and sleepout and more.  
Behind all of this each teacher is managing 
the balance between curriculum expectations 
and entitlement, designing learning that 
suits and meets the needs of whole class and 
individual students, assessment tasks and 
feedback, communication with families and 
general management of each class.  No mean 

feat!  
At the moment teachers are planning for 
parent teacher meetings.  This is a great 
opportunity for you to drop in and discuss 
your child’s learning with their teachers, and 
share more of the ways in which you can 
support your child’s learning and growth.  
You will see a message soon regarding this – 
please make a time to meet with your child’s 
teachers.  
NAPLAN results will soon be available 
to families.  This is a year of change, with 
the move from paper to online assessment. 
Interestingly we are hearing a lot about 
this in the media, but have yet to receive 
the complete results ourselves.  Students at 
Penneshaw did not feel the online testing 
was more difficult, and managed the national 
drop outs with aplomb, and so we look 
forward to seeing if these tests actually are 
able to reflect what we (you and teachers) 
know about your child and their learning.   
SSO Week is approaching:  School Service 

Officers are the team of people who work in 
school to support parents, staff and students.  
They are the Front Office managers, the 
Library assistants, the ICT Guru, the Special 
Ed support, the in-class support, the Special 
Program providers.  We are blessed to 
have the most fabulous people - our SSOs, 
who love what they do, who delight in 
seeing learners shine, who are dedicated to 
supporting our community, the learning and 
the management of our campus and school.  
Thanks team we really appreciate all that you 
do!
As we near the end of this term, I’d like to say 
thanks to all families who have volunteered 
time to support our campus community 
this term.  The Working Bee volunteers, 
the people who visit classes to help out, the 
people who have covered books, the people 
who have helped in Student Leadership 
Teams, and for all the other ways you may 
have supported. 
Have a great end of term.

Reception and  Yr 1 working very hard this term in English
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‘Wala’s’ enthusiasm was utterly contagious 
On Wednesday 21 August KICE was fortunate 
to host WALA, a dynamic duo performing a 
fusion of drumming, dance, percussion and 
soaring vocal harmonies. 
Odai & Abli are passionate, exuberant and 
talented performers who presented exciting 
shows at each of Parndana, Kingscote & 
Penneshaw schools last week.
With 15 hand-made African drums, flutes and 
stunning costumes, WALA engaged Kingscote 
students in a call and response song and 
invited them to try out different instruments 
and to join in the dance. 
‘Wala’s’ enthusiasm was utterly contagious 
as they performed the live sounds and rich 
heritage of their people. WALA means “life” 
in the local language and the performance was 
full of it, as they exploded into a breathtaking 
celebration of Ghanaian culture. Thanks to the 
Expressive Arts Committee for organising this 
event.

The Penneshaw campus recently 
celebrated Epilepsy Awareness Day by 
wearing purple and having a shared 
lunch which included purple smoothies.
At assembly, our Student Leadership 
Team presented information about 
epilepsy and how to support members 
of our community who are affected 
by epilepsy. Students were informed 
how epilepsy affects the brain, what 
may happen when a person is having 
a seizure, what to do in case you see 
someone having a seizure and that 
having epilepsy doesn’t change who 
you are or what you want to do in life.

The children asked some interesting 
questions and showed some 
understanding of how to support those 
members of our community who have 
epilepsy. 

Epilepsy Awareness Day at Penneshaw



Page 7 KICE NEWSLETTER

Position Vacant

www.kice.sa.edu.au

Whats On 

Assemblies
Week 8
9 September Kingscote MY Assembly 2.30pm 
11 September Parndana Assembly 2.30pm
Week 9
16 September Kingscote MY Assembly 2.30pm
18 September Kingscote EY Assembly 2.30pm
Week 10
23 September Kingscote MY Assembly 2.30pm
25 September Parndana Assembly 2.30pm

What’s on ……..
Week 8
9 September PAT Testing
9-12 September 5-6 Camp - Parndana
10 September Governing Council Meeting @ Penneshaw
12 September Yr 12 Brunch
Week 9
16 & 17 September SACE Bushwalking Camp 
Week 10
23-27 September Parent Week Parndana 
25 September School of Rock Performance 2.20 Kingscote
26 September Kingscote Global Market
27 September Early Dismissal 2.20pm

Kingscote Canteen Orders

Schoolwear Shop Orders
(Penneshaw, Parndana & Kingscote)

KICE - Early Years Sports Day

Term 4 Week 2

Friday the 25th of October 2019

Parndana Campus

10:00am – 2:00pm

Sausage sizzle lunch included. 

Looking forward to seeing you all 
there.

SAVE THE DATE 



Curriculum Corner -  
from Eliza CruseKangaroo Island 

Community Education    
sponsored and supported by 
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On Tuesday, staff from across the 
three sites gathered for a day of 
professional learning. Our staff 
motto this year is “sometimes the 
greatest PD is the teacher/SSO 
down the corridor”. We have been 
utilising our colleagues’ expertise 
and working in collaborative groups 
on topics such as quality task design, 
reading comprehension, developing 
learning intentions and stretching 
high achieving students, to name 
a few. We also had a couple of 
presenters attend to provide tailored 
learning for some of our staff.
Thanks to Kingscote Campus for 
hosting, and to Lucy’s KI Kitchen 
for her wonderful catering. 

Eliza Cruse
Senior Leader, Learning 

Improvement Primary
Kangaroo Island Partnership

www.kice.sa.edu.au

Send your Lids

New Spider
On Monday the 12th of August, Dr. Jess 
Marsh came to talk to the Yr 8 class in 
Science. She has her PhD in Arachnology, 
the study of spiders, and Bachelor’s degree in 
Science from Bristol University (Physiology 
and Zoology). Dr Marsh talked to our class 
about spiders and how fascinating they are 
because we have recently been learning 
about different careers in Science. Did you 
know that you can dip spiders in gold to get 
good images of them? She also explained 
her work in the field and how she discovered 
a brand-new species of spider! This spider 
is found only on Kangaroo Island and was 
found on the Iron Stone Hill Trail, eastern 
KI. Our class had the chance to submit a 
name we came up with for the spider and 
the winner will be announced in the local 
newspaper. We would like to thank Dr 
Marsh for giving up her time to come in to 
talk to us. Also thank you to Miss Bell to 
organising this special event. We thoroughly 
enjoyed it and felt that we learnt a lot. 

Mia, Olivia and Saskia

We have started collecting plastic 
lids with the identification codes 
2 or 4 to be sent to Victoria to be 
made into colourful prosthetic 
limbs for kids. If you have clean 
lids with these codes, please drop 
them off in the labelled box in the 
STEM building – look for the LIDS 
FOR KIDS sign. You can find out 
more at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?reload=9&v=kCRjefs2aJY

Apply at www.cef.org.au | For more information contact 
crystal.stewart@kice.sa.edu.au Applications close October 31, 2019
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Applications now invited from young people aged 
15 to 21 planning to pursue further education and training. 

Do you require financial assistance with any 
of the following?

• Travel to TAFE, or University • Rental assistance while studying
• Books, fees • Uniforms eg chef, hairdresser

• Tools of the trade eg shearing, mechanic, carpentry
• Tuition fees


